Effect of whole herd anthelmintic treatment on milk production of dairy cows.
Fifteen of 29 commercial dairy herds were given a series of anthelmintic treatments. The remaining herds were untreated to provide a measure of seasonal variation. In the treated herds all milking cows were treated once in the summer and the autumn and three times at monthly intervals in late winter and early spring. Any other animals grazing the same area were similarly treated. No herds had been treated with anthelmintics in the preceding year and mean herd lactations for that year were used as covariate corrections. This experimental design had the potential to detect differences in production of the order of 5 X 7 per cent (P = 0.05). Although levels of subclinical parasitism were low, anthelmintic treatment increased milk fat production by 10.8 kg (8.3 per cent) in heifers. Average response in mature cows was much smaller (3.1 per cent) and not significant. Apparent milk fat responses in individual herds were variable with no relationship to level of production in the previous year.